
. . 
.' 

' . . -, 

\Unc.La,;siXied upon re$oval or enclosure 

-... .. " 
.,

UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET 

NAVAL AIR FORCE 
ATTACK SQUADRON THIRTY FIVE 

e"A&" 0,. I"I.~n ~.T ol'nc:c 

NEW YORK. NEW YORK 
.. :.'.~FF-12/VA-J5/1S,~os 

5750 
Se" Of: · 
MAR - 2 1968 

(1» 

?rom: Commanding Officer, Attack S<;.uadron 'rnIR'L'Y-FIVE 
To: Chief of Naval Operat i ons CUtn: Op-OSA$6) 

SUbj: Command History (OPNAV 575'0-1) 

Ref , (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12 

Encl, (1) C"".mand His tory 1967 '.. 

1. In accordance with the provisions 

is submitted. 


Copy to : 
COO (OP-Q9B9) 

I ··.·:. 

; . . 
-." .. .... , . 

. , 

, 

., . 

t-,: :- : .. ," 

.. ' . 

., 

" -, -. 



",r-\rn 

O \ ~.\ \ 'I.~ ~rr' "" .,:-i ",t.,' ... 1".'.-' • ~ 

Whi E &I i BtL 
~ . " , ,'

1. Chronology of Significant Events, 1967 "::: :', : 

1 January - Attack Squadron THIRTY-FIVE was conducting 5tr ikes 

against military targets in North Vietnam, ~hile .' 
•... 

0 ", 

operating from the deck of USS ENTERPRISE (CVA(N)65) . 


24 February - The squadron l ed the first Alpha strike on Hon Oai 


Thermal POl<ler Plant . 


26 FebruDry - Seven crews we re involved in the first air mining 09

erations since World War II and the first mines ever 

delivered by jet aircraft, 'When HK- SO and 11K- 52 mines , . 
. , 

were dropped in Song Ca and Song Giang Rivers . 

26 Feoruary - A.6A Intruders led the firat Alpha strike on Bac Giang 

Thermal Power Plant. 

2~ March The squadron f l ew an A-6A Alpha strike on Thai Nguyen 

Thennal rower Plant. J ' .,. . :' 
" 

'. ,¥ ".

25 V.arc h The squadron !lei-j a night Alpna str~Thai ~guyen 	 .: .' . 

Iron and Steel Hill . '.' 

----= ' .
19 Hay 	 The squadron Operations Off icer l ed a major VFR Alpha 


strike on Van Dien Vehic l e Depot . 


19 May 	 Aircraf t BUND 152594 l~as l ost to a :surface to air 

missile approxi:1lately 2$ mile::! southi-/est of Hanoi . 

The ere" of LCD!!. E. B. HcDAN IEL and. I,T J . K. PAT- .... ,. ' . 
,' .. 

TSRSON are listed 83 missing in action. ,...... 

21 Hay 	 The squadron Executive Officer led a major VFR strike 
' .. 

on Van Dien Vehicle Depot. 	 .' 
.:. , e' 
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~'6 June - The squadron Collltlanding Officer led a major VFR strike ".~ . . 

:'....'.: ..-..' 
on Van Dien Vehicle Depot . , ' -- .. 

7 July - Attack Squadron THIR'l'I_FIVE returned to Naval Air Base 

Oceana after cOlI'Ipleting an !!light month canbat tour in 
'.. '

Southeast Asia J having flown 1221 combat sorties deliv_ ! . , •.. .. 

r·, .. :. 
~.. ":...,.ering over 1),000,000 pounds of ordnance. 
,~.f, '" t 

....,: '.> , 1h July - Commander Glenn E. KOLll1.\NN relieved CollDtlander Arthur ::.,; ' ~ ",' 
'. :" 

,, 'H. BARIE aa Commanding Officer of Attack Squadron THIRTI- , '. : ..... . 
" ,

FIVE . '.-" ,~-".":' .'.. .... 
29 July - Seven pilots and six bombadier/navtgatore were detached ~ :~ '.. .. . . . ". : :;.: '" to Little Rock, Arkansas to participate in a Joint Task 

FOrce Two Field Test 4.4 low level navigation and tar

get acquisition test . 

7 August - Fi'l1e aircraft 'Were flO'Wn to Jacksonville, Florida where 

the flight crews received briefings on Project STORMroRI, 
" 

-,
a joint Navy, Air Force and Environmental Science Services 

", 

Administration project concerning the control of hurricanes. 
',,' ...:.

I Oetober- 29 officers, 65 enlisted men and 6 aircr8ft l<lere detached . ~, ,~, 
to Yuma, Arizona to j oin Air toling NINE for intensive . ... 

1· . •.. . 
tral..ning in conventional and. nuclear weapo ns delivery 

.... . '" 
" :' ., •.tactics. All of the pilots from VA-35 fired at least 

... .one SIDEWIHDffi, thUB becom.ing the first A-6A squadron to -: : 
,,: .. : 

fi re the heat seeking missile. . " ., .' 
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6 November 	 The squadron moved to NAS Alameda, California to 

join Air Wing WINE aboard ENTIRFRISE f or carrier 

qualifications and pre-deployment operations . 

28 December - After the Christmas Holiday stand....:1Olo1n, VA-JS moved 

aboard USS ENTERPRISE for a deployment to WESTPAC on 

3 January 1968. 
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2. Narrative 

8. Command Organization 
' . '. 
,;', t" : ' 

(1) Commander Arthur R. BARIE served as Corunanding Officer / ..:}... .. . '. 

'.: . : ,of Attack Squadron THIRTY-FIVE from 29 July 1966 untU 14 July 1967 . 


He was relieved on that date by Commander Glenn E. KOLLMANN, who had 


previously served aa Executive Officer. CDR KOLLMANN became the thir 


tieth Commanding Officer of VA-35 and continued to serve in that capac


ity for the duration or 1967. 


(2) VA- )$ is permanently based at Naval Air Station Oceana, 


Virginia Beach, Virginia. During the 1967 Western Pacific DeploymentJ 


the squadron 'Was attached to Air Wing NINE and operated from the deck 


ot USS ENTERPRISE CVA(N)6S . 


(3) The basic mission of the squadron is to conduct offensive 

l oWlevel operation! with conventional or nucl ear weapons. Thia function 

is perfor7lled by utilizing day visual deliveries and the all-weather capa ,.....•. 
..~.." '.:' 
"bility or the A-6AJ which enabl es ordnance to be delivered on target.s :.}
", 

:\.: 
. 

completely obscured by weather or darkness. Upon return to CONUS, the 


squadron was invol ved in training operations for f uture deployments. 


(4) Attack Squadron THIRl'Y- FIVE haa ~ustody of 12 OMll1ll1\dIl built 
'..' ': ~ 
• . '\ '=i ~ 

A- 6A and 3 1-6B Intnlder aircraft. At the end of the year there ware h1 

officers, 353 enl1~ted personnel and 6 civilian technical repre~entat1ves 
., ...." 
, .' , t.attacbed to the squadron . The offi cer complement of u7 men includes uO 

~ . '. 
,~ < .....'. ... ;flight crew members to man the 15 two- place aircraft . 
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b . Operations and Activities 

(1) 1 January 1967 found Air Wing NH.'E and the "Panthers" of 

Attack Squadron THI~FIVE conducting intensive strike operations over 

North Vietnam . The squadron, onboard ENTERPRISE, had departed NAB Al

ameda on 19 November 1966 with nine aircraft and. twelve flight crews. 

(2) The first su months of 1967 were spent in the caubat thea 

tre where the squadron exploited the all- weather attack capabilities of 

the A-6A. 1221 missions, an average of over 100 per flight crew, were 

flawn over the North during the five line periods concl uded 20 June 1967 . 

Almost bne half of all ordnance expended by Air Wing NINE during the de

ployment was delivered by VA -35 . The hpanthers" set a Naval record for 

ordnanc.e expenditures by pounding North Vietnamese targets with 13,075 , 

687 pounds of ordnance, an average of approximately one million pounds 

per night crelf . This record "Was stUl unsurpassed at the end. of the 

year . Of 38 Alpba and major strikes ~de by Air Wing NINE, 18 were con

, . ..
ducted sol ely by VA-35 and the A- 6A. In addition, VA-35 was responsible 


for the fir.9t~a~ · mitJing operation since World War II and the first mines 


ever delivered by jet airoraft , when mines were dropped in the Song as ., ~:: ; ..::.. 

-: ....:. ;.,

Bind Song Giang Rivers . vlhile the majority of the strike~ were made under 

instrument. and night conditions, the squadron also participated in all 

major VFR strikes and conducted IRON HAND missions . 

0 ) The first line period was from 18 Deoember 1966 t o 16 January 

1967. 232 combat sorties "Were completed during this period, with 94% being 

system and night deliveries . Due to extremel y poor "Weather encountered 
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over North Vietnam, tho A- 6A was often the only aircraft capable of being 

launched to strike a des ignated target . 1,J4h,OOO pounds of ordnance 

were expended on such targets as Vinh Ra ilroad Yard and Phu Ly Rail-

Toad Yard . 

(4) The routine of da i ly f l ight operations was broken by an 1n

port period f r om 17 January to 29 J anuary . Liberty was enjoyed at Subi c 

Bay in the Philippines and a t wo- day visit t o Hanna . 

($') 'The squadron returned to rankee Station 1 February and r e

sumed operatlons ewer North Vietnam . CoordinatM;.'major strikes were 

conducted on Thanh Hoa Rail road Yar d/Siding and Dong Phong Thong Rail 

road Yard during the line period. In addit10n, VA-3, flew Alpha strikes 

on Hon Gai Thermal Power Plant and Cac Giang Thermal Power Plant. 2~478, 

849 poonds of ordnance uas expended as a result of 232 sorties flown. 

(6) A five day stay in 90ng Kong provided relief from t he rigors 

of combat before the third line period started on 22 Harch . The A- 6A 

and VA-35 had gained the respect of Air Wing NINE by making consistantly 

Successful strikes under adverse conditions . The squadron ~as carrying 

the bulk of the Air Htng offansiv.e cmd had proved tha t radar significant 

targets could be struck by utilizing the all-~eather delivery system of 

the Intruder . Significant targets during this line period included Chi Ne 

Arny Farracks J ~h8i Nguyen Thermal Peller Plant and Thai Nguyen Iron and 

Steel Hill . 

(7) On 29 Harch South Vietnamese Premier Nguyen Cao Ky and ot her 

dignataries paid tribute to Air Wing NINE with A visit to ENTERPRISE . 

EOOLOSJRE (1 ) 
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Attaok Squadron 'liIIRTY..FIVE provided four aircraft for the transportation of 

the distinguished visitors from Saigon to ENTERPRISE. Premier Kyo flew 

with CDR G. E. KOLLMANN, Chief of State Nguyen Van Thieu was a passenger 

of CDR A. H. PARlE, Chief of the Joint General Staff GEN Cso Van Vien 

flew with CDR H.. L. TURK and Navy Captain Tran Van Chon flew with LCDR 

E. B. tofcDANIEL. The visitors ",atched flight operations from ENTERPRISE 

and decorated numerous Navy flyers. Prem.ier Ky presented .cDR A. H. "RARIE, 

CDR G. E. KOLL.'{ANN, LCDR R. P. HYDE and LTJG N. M. CARPENTER with the 

Vietnam Gallantry Cross. 

(8) The fourth and fifth line periods saw frequent breaks in the 

weather over North Vietnam and more visual sorties were flown than had 

previously been possible. More than 50% of the sorties flown in May 

and June were visual deliveries. Large VFR strike groups were prevalent 

and the Air Wing combined to strike targets such as Haiphong Thermal Power 

Plant East and West, Kep Airfleld and Van Dien Vehicle Depot. Durt.ng one 

Vien Dien strike 35 airborne SAMS were slghted, but through violent evasive 

maneuvers aircraft loss was prevented. Van Dien was struck three times 

during the cruise and VA-3, led all three strikes. 

(9 ) While involved tn the first Alpha strike on Van Dien on 19 

May, ai~raft l5259~ was lost to an SA-3 missile in the Banana Valley ap

proximately 25 miles south~est of Hanoi. Its crew of LeDR E. B. McDANIEL 

and LT J. K. PATTERSON are listed 8S missing in action. 
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(10) Attack Squadron THIRTY-FIVE returned to NAS Oceana, 

Virgi nia Beach, Virginia on 7 July. Combat awards were still filtering in 

for the rest of the year and others are sttll pending . By the end of 

the year, ~embers of the squadron had received 1 Stlver Star, 1 

Bron~e Star, 39 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 247 Air ~£dals, 26 Navy 

Commendation Medals and 4 Vietnamese Gallantry Crosses. 

(11) After a well de~erved leave period, the s~uadron turned 

to the ' problems of' a short turn-around training cycle .. Personnel turn

over was high and t he need for intensive training was apparent. In 

an attempt to ccmplete 8 yearfs trainir:t8 schedule in only five m.onthe, 

flight operations were conducted daily. Low level navigation routes 

were flown to keep crews up~ated on the A-6A systems and practice bomb

ing ranges in the area were used extensively_ 

(12) On 29 July, 7 pilots and 6 B/Ns were detached to Little 

Rock, Arkansas to partiCipate in a ten-day Joint Task Force Operation 

Field Test ~_h_ Under JTF 2 supervision, 14 flights were conducted 

to accumulate data for studying problems associated with law altitude 

flight profiles . Emphasis was on low level navigation procedures and 

target acquisition and identification. 

(1) On 7 August Attack Squadron THIRTY-FIVE began partiCipation 

in project SZORMFt1RY 1967, a joint project of the Navy, A.ir Force and. 

Environmental Science Administration. The goal of the undertaking was 

to improve predictions and inquire into the possibi11ty of modifying . 
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some aspects of destructive hurricanes. Squadron partioipation in the 

project began when representatives attended a briefing h8ld~ih . Jackson

,.~ ...:::. ville, Florida 7 August 1967. Ten sqaudron personnel participated 
: :C'·· 


in aerial co-ordination rehersals off the coast of Florida during the 
 " 
-'- " . . " .-. 

period 7 August to 10 August. The A-6A IntrudGrs were to seed the 
'..>'- . 
, ,'-,-.hurricanes with silver iodide generators from an altitude of 35,000 

-~ :.: 
feet, while .flying at 500 knots. Other aircraft were to fly at low 

altitude to observe and record conditions before and after the s~eding. 

Although no seeding operations actually took place J the squadron remained 

on 4B-hour alert J ready to procede to the staging base at Roosevelt 

Roads Naval Air StationJ Puerto Rico, until 15 October. 

(14) The first of' 12 new A-6A Intruder bombers (BlqlO 152937) 

arrived fram the Grumman factory 18 August. The new aircraft employ 

the P-7 "eaoans system. The Illost signU'icant improvements over previous 

weapons systems are improved weapons system reliability and a usable ,-- -' 

'. .. 
Search Radar Terrain Clearance }fode. ... . .' . (15) The tra1ning tempo increased in October as 35 officers, 65 

" , ~,,~ - . 
,,'-. 

enlisted men and six aircraft departed Oceana for MCAS Yuma, Arizona. 

The squadron joined Air Wing NINE again rOT intensive training in 

conventional and nuclear weapons deliverery tactics until 15 October. 

In preparation for the forthcoming depl oyment, simulated missions were 

planned and flawn in an effort to sharpen the Air vli':lt!s capability for 
;:.".',.· .., .

successful multi-plane raids against a Bingl~ target4 During this '~ ' :',.. ' , :'". ~. 
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training period, Attack Squadron THIRTY-FIVE became the first A-6A 


squadron to fire the AIM 9B SIDEWINDER nissile. All squadron pilots .' :. 


fired at least one of the heat seeking missiles in prepara.tion for 

f'Uture A-6A employment of the 'Weapon in combat. 

(16) On 5 November the squadron moved from Ocesna to NAS Ala

meda, California to board ENTERPRISE for a month of pre-deployment ac

tivities. Along with Air Wing NINE the squadron participated in flight 

operations off tl,e California coast. Day and night carrier qualifications 

'~ere completed during the first week of operations and the rest of the 

time 'Was devoted to strike exercises, weapons training and the Operationa.l 

Readiness Exercise. VA-35 received an overall grade of 95 on the ORE,. for 

3.r(:ob.1ee.tive ::.evaluation of "outstanding!!. 

(17) Attack Squadron THIRTY-FIVE and ENTERPRISE "Were honored with 

a visit by President Johnson, Secretary at Defense Robert ·McNamara and 

Chief of Naval Operations ADM Thomas Moorer on 10 November. The dis

tinguished visitors vie'Wed day and night launches and recoveries of Air 

Wing aircraft. As the guests walked through the hanger bay, squadron 

personnel answered questions on the statically displayed A-6A. Later in 

the day, the visitors proceeded to Ready Roam Four where CDR G. E. KOLL~ 

described a bombing strike he led on the Van Dien Vehicle Depot near Hanoi 

during the last deployment. 

(18) With the ORE completed, the squadron returned to NAS Oceana 

on 6 December. Almost everyone in the squadron was able to take leave 

before departing Oceana on 28 December to join Air Wing NINE and ENTER

PRISE for the forthcoming WESTPAC deployment on 3 January 1968. 
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a. ¥..onthly Flillht Summarl 

)()Nm 
DAY/NIGHT 
COMBAT HOURS 

OeCes'IIber 1966 129.9/85. 0 

January 98. 7/120 . 4 

February 2)8.6/183 . 6 

March :Lg6 . 9/87. 1 

April 209. 7/174. 2 

Hay )27 . 2/195 . 7 

JWle 180. 6/1)2 .1 

Jul y 0 . 0/0.0 

August 0. 0/0 . 0 

September 0. 0/0.0 

October 0. 0/0. 0 

November 0 . 0/0 . 0 

December 0. 0/0 .0 

TOTAIS 1)11. 6/978 .1 

Combat 

DAY/NIGHT 
COMBAT SOR'I'IES 

69M 

48/ 67 

129/10) 

6)/48 

108/94 

169/107 

98/70 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

684/5)7 

DAY/lilOilT 
CARRIER I.OOlI HJS 

69/49 

61/71 

150/ 95 

82/56 

115/99 

192/89 

106/69 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

010 

775/528 

· . . " " 
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b. Monthll Flisht Sumroarl Training 

DAY/NIGHT DAY/NIGHT DAY/NIGHT 

loDN'l'H THAINDiG HOURS 'tRAINING SORTIES CARRnlI LANDImS 


January 

February 

¥.arch 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

TOTAL 

52.9/5.0 

27 . 3/2 .1 

60 . 3/22 . 4 

34 .6/4 . 3 

7.1/2.0 

34.4/0.0 

129/6.5 

179.9/58 .2 

264 . 4/182 . 1 

435/174 

441/134 

194.2/50.5 

1860. 1/640.1 

34/2 

16/1 

)6/18 

19/4 

3/1 

111/0 

5J/1 

95/28 

1)6/85 

256/79 

226/81 

107/33 

995/J3J 

111 

. ' .. ;', 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

185/101 

SI/15 

236/li6 
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c. Sortie Percentages 


December Sorties Percentages 


Visual 0 0% 


Syst ... 69 59% 


Night 48 41% 


January Sorties Percentages 


Visual 15 13% 


System 33 29% 


Night 67 59% 


February Sorties Percentages 


Viaual 28 12% 


System 103 41.% 


Night 101 W 


March Sorties Percentages 

Visual 10 9% 


System 53 48% 


Nigh. 48 43% 
 }:D!· 
April Sorties Percentages '.-- ~ ". ,.. . .. . 

-L': ....:-.Vbual 26 13% 
f··.~~:,-";-' 

: . ~ . ' System 81 40% 


Night 95 47:1 
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Mal 

Visual 

System 

Night 

June 

Visual 

SY8tem. ~ 

Night 

Total 


Visual 


System 

Night 

Sorties 


137 


32 


107 


Sorties 


88 


10 


70 


Sorties 

304 

381 

536 

16 


Percentases 

50% 

12% 

38% 

Percenta;:es 

52% 

6% 

49% 

Percentai1jes 

25% 

31% 

44% 
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d. Ordnance Expended during 1966~7 Deployment 


TYPE SIZE EXPENDJ'l) SORTIES 


MK-B1 250# 235 9 


MK-B2 500# 19799 972 


HK- B3 J!X)O# 761 5S 


MK-84 20CXJ/1 47 6 


AGM-4S SHRIKE 143 135 


IIK-50/52 MINES 53 11 


CBJ-2/A 800/1 B 4 


HK-77 FIREOOMB 20 
 5 


AN..M-65/66 FAT BOMB 5 1 


LAU-3 2 • 75 ROCKETS 12 Note 2 


AN-M-ll7 7S0 4B 
 3 

ACII-l2B illlLLPUP 28 Note 3 

HK~4 & B3 Note 4 10 

.... .' .
'.', ..: . . ., .... 

NOTES ',' ."" 
. ... ..' :!.. .~ 
, '.' , 

. . : .1 . Total ordnance expended during 1221 Borties • 13,075 , 687 ... , 
. , 
., . . . 

', ' " , .' .2. Flights carrying LAU-3s were flown as IRON HAND:. cSlrrYlng ~<SH!rrKES: i.l9Q. ':,; ':" .... .. ....~ .:. . 
Total sorties ~ltli. LAU-3s are listed under SHRIKE. ' . :: \ 

;~.: ' 
) . Bullpups always carried in combination with SHRIKE and IRON HAND sorties. 

Total sorties with Bullpup are lis ted. unde r SHRIKE. 

.: .... " ( ..4. MK-8) and ){K..84 were carried as a m1.xed l oad . Expenditures are listed. 
-"'.;. ', ., . 
. ~ '. I, {'. . .with MK-B3 and MK- 84 totals . .~ ..'-; 
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Ordnance delivered in percent: MK- 82s 80 . 3% 

11 . 1% ..•...~ :." ,. ... . 
. " ~'. , 

8 . 6~ . . '. " . ' All others ;~'. ' .,. " .:: '. :'. :" ... .' 
' . ' . . 

. " .'........ 

."' : . 
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e. Monthly Ordnance Expenditures - Combat 

MONTH 

December 1966 1,164,546 

January 1,.344,006 

February 2,476,649 

March 1,212,917 

April 2,219,537 

May 2,676;667 

June 1,717,145 

19 

. " . " ~ .. ",":' .~ ~; .', ~ ··:·'.~:.:-;'..!r.~\~.;.•\'.:~.:., .. . :. "..',... " ., '.;" ',·.>··I' ..;";; ". 
", :.:...... :: ';. , ' . - . " . ~ , ..... ;.... ' ...... " ..,: . " . .'~ . 

','.'.. 

," ' : 
' .. 

· .", . 
. ... 	~.. 

'. 
' .. 
·..~ . "1:' 

TOTAL 
· " , " 

· "': . '1,164,546 	 " " ",;: 
' , .' ~ ,. 
'. ' , i2,506,552 " .. 
' :' " . 
. .-	 -.4, 967 , 401 

6,260,318 ,. . ' . 

8,479,655 
. .-' 11,356,542 

I . ' , ~ " 

"."" ." 
.' .~'.13,075,687 	 , - ' . 
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