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AMERICAN MIA'S IN RUSSIA?

By YURI PANKQOV

former KGB official
¢ioims thal American
ivitemen missing in
anon {MIA) were bm -]
k¢ Soviet Unwom and
Commersant tas been told dy
configennal somrecs that one
Ameriean MIA is living in
. On the heels of
these pepons, the US Senass
began heasings on Ocrobes 29
10 shod some light on she fe
of MIAY
A privaie invesigatinn hy
Lhis carrespondent has led Lo

onc such MIA. who was
boought to Alms Ala o
Sepicmber 1967 and then an
to Saryshagansk. The
American’s pame canno: be
disclosed bere, because this
was requested by
Commevsant s informants con-
necsed with 154 man theough
wigk, He served =5 & second
plise whh 1he US Alr Fosce
and was shot cowpn Qver
Vieimam on May 19, 1963

On October 17 the Los
Axpries Tives Mapavime pub.
lished an inteoview with KGB
Maj.-Cen. IRet.}) Oleg
Kalugin, In & he clairned that
an acqudiniance had person-
ally imenmogaled Americans
e Vittnam.

Two days later, Senator
Rob Kemry, speaking ar the
Senaie hearings, presented
direct proof of Kajagin's ds-
closuce. He read foom a
declassified CLA imeluigence
informaion repan (of which
Commersan: bas a copy), saye

&§, & pan:

“Preliminary debniefing sute
for capiused US pilots in
Yinh Phu peovince and pres-
¢nét of Sowict and commu-
aist Chiness personnel 3t the
W

“1. A preiiminary Cobaiel-
ing poim dor LS psloes shoe
down ovesr Vioh Phu
province, Nonth Vieipum
{NVN), was lcesed at the
Lam Thao superphospiiae:
plant (WIBD1588) near Thach
Son village, Lam Thao d.s-

trict, Vinh Piw prominte

“Two US pilots wers ks
t@ the debriefing poim on
one ocession in 1945; eigh,
in 1966; and an unknown
number, in 1967. The prison-
ert were crdoned 10 e aine
by personnel &f the armed
public  secupsty  fopces
{APSF), snd #udenss from a
neardy scheo] served ax
perimeter gwacds... Upon
their amival a1 1be plani, the
guagds |sned up, forming a
<orrider throagh whieh the
pllocs entered 1he building. At
this poimt 2 Sovict, 8 Chineie
ant 2 Viclnames grecied the
pilots end led them into the
builds

“The pilois  usually
remained in the dosding o7
severad haurs, When shey
emeeged. they had chanped
from uniforms suso civilian
clothing. {Deleted) sard
(deleted] had told him the
fareigners were Saovier and
communist Chinese. Sowicl
penannel had been swauoned
st the plant, since ils con-
sicuction i 1963, but 1o 1965
the number of Soviets was
reduccd 1o thoee or folr, and
it remained an (Bag Jevel as of
lune 1967,

Alexander Kabatnov, pub-
bic retatzonys chief of the
RGB's suecessor = the Insere
Republican Securiy Senvice,
said he could cot clzanify the
AIA story. An infonmant.
w=ough. from among KGB
officess who derved in

Vietnam during the 1960s
disclosed Lhat US POW's
were 3 targss, in panieuias,
for Soviel scieniific and wech-
rical intelligence seeking
information sbout US air-
<saft. Inlerrogations were
conducied not only in
Vietnam bt also i Laos.

Another Soviet Vietnam
war veleran, Povel
Ponomassv, said that a8 e
nmigaior of 2 transpare plane
:n 1562, he bed personally
flowe US PQW's out of
South Vietnam and chat the
“deportalions™ had deen
oversesn by 2 KGB oficial
he mfused 10 eailly, Other
Sovier military pessonnel
seoving in Visam Suning the
Wil 38y 1hars were aiso seves-
2l aiempes 10 bring sick
POW's frem #zi Phon o
Wiadivosrok an the Sovier Far
Eaw. One such sez i} ended
with five Amreicans dying
e fever.

What hagpened to the GI's
brougha lo the Soviet Unicn
later, just as their ovemall
nanicr. is anybody™s gucs.
US press reports say that
Pretident Gednge Brush asked
Mikhall Gorbachey 0 clear
up the MIA comzorversy cur-
ing their summic lase July.
Dz expenis do nat believe
this will happen M any time
soon. Some MIA'S may have
bezn “turned™ oaver during
Lheir stay 1o bc Somicl Union
and might now be working
aoc0ad 33 Sowvice spies.
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