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Third Meeting of Principals, U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs
Washington, D.C., 23-27 April 2001

The U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs held its Third Meeting of Principals, 23-27 April 2001, in
Washington, D.C. General Vladimir Zolotarev, the Commission’s Russian Co-Chairman, led the Russian
delegation and was accompanied on the visit by the four Russian working group Co-Chairmen and other
representatives, The meetings focused on the Commission's four working groups and afforded each an
opportunity to develop a unigue itinerary designed to advance the specific objectives of the group. This report
covers the various meetings and briefings during the 11-day visit.

U.S. - Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs - Joint Commission Support Directorate (JCSD)
Vietham War Working Group

The Vietnam War Working Group (VWWG) was established in 1993. The U.S. Chairman is Senator Bob Smith
(R-NH), former Vice Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs (1991-1993) and currently a
senior member of the Senate Armed Services Committee. The Russian Chairman is General-Major Nikolay
Maksimovich Bezborodov, an active duty Russian Air Force officer and three-term member of the Duma.
Senator Smith has been a member of the Commission since its inception in 1992 and has co-chaired the
waorking group since January 1997; General Bezborodov assumed his positicn as a member of the Commission
and VWWG co-chairman in February 2000.

The American side of the Vietnam War Working Group seeks further information from Russian archives and
Russian veterans of the Vietnam War about America's missing service members from that conflict. It is pursuing
leads and information in a variety of areas.

Volkogonov Memoirs

In early February 1998, researchers on the staff of the U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs (USRIC)
working in the personal papers of the late General-Colonel Dmitri A. Volkogonov found a six-page, Russian
language, autobiographical sketch entitled, "A Little More About Myself." This brief memoir, written by
Volkogonov in August 1994, reveals his discovery in Russian archives of a document from the late 1960s that
assigned to the KGB the task of "delivering knowledgeable Americans to the USSR for intelligence purposes.”

Nowhere in Volkogonov's memoir is the purported KGB plan linked explicitly to American prisoners of war. Joint
Commission analysts have concluded, however, that Volkogonov's discussion of the KGB plan in the context of

his work with the Joint Commission on POW/MIAs strongly suggests that Volkogonov thought the plan targeted
American POWs. Moreover, the date of the plan (late 1960s) suggests that American POWSs from Southeast Asia
may have been the targets of the KGB plan.

With the active support of Senator Smith, the VWWG immediately launched an inquiry into Volkogonov's
memoir. The purpose of the inquiry was to gather as much information as possible about Volkogonov's
revelation before requesting an official explanation from the Russian Government.

The response from the Russians to date has not been encouraging. In the government and on the Joint
Commission, Russian officials have said that their archives contain no evidence that a KGB plan as described by
Volkogonov ever existed. They claim that Volkogonov "later rechecked his information and arrived at the
conclusion that such a plan did not exist as a separate entity,” but they offer no evidence to suppart this claim.

Meanwhile, the issue of Volkogonov's memoir became public knowledge with the first revelation in the U.S.
press on November 9, 1998, U.S, and Russian media outlets have covered this issue, and members of
Congress, American POW/MIA family groups, POW activists, and veteran organizations have expressed an
interest.

The American side of the VWWG is determined to pursue a complete explanation from the Russian Government
on the Volkogonov issue.

The National Alliance of Families obtained a copy of the Russian ‘memoir’ document donated to the Library of
Congress by General Volkogonov - it is presented here with a partial translation in English.
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and worldview issue. Thousands have wrinen our Commuission regarding the
need to do so.

We have also dune a lot for the Americans in searching for graves ane
tinding out about the circumstances of their death. Wa did not get inlo
politics—which sent aircraft (nfo our warers or up 10 our borders After alt
we flew 1o the Hawanan {slands. Alsska, ™Morth America and died there alsn.
In those ycars we looked at each other only thoough the crosshairs of the
sights of 8 barrel, tdeclogical detmons had their feast,

We helped the Amesicans clear up the fate of many of their
counitrymen In Korea and Vietuatn during the Cold War. 1 did everything
that was in my power. [ consider this 2 matier of honot.

[ apr not ¢ertain that we have fully clarified everything. | know that
quite a few documents were destroyed. However, one document, probably
sensatiomal, 18 siill in storage. 1 have o copy of it. It’s comtent (s as follows:
at the end of the 1960's the KGR (extemal foreigm intelligence) was given
the task of “delivering informed Americans to the USSR for imelligunce
gathering purposes.™ When [ found this sensational paper in a “special
pouch”, | immediately went 10 Y. M, Prmakov (Director of Foreign
intelligence). He called i his peaple, They bronght in a copy of this project
signed; it seams 1o me, hy Semichastmyv (1 will explai). For a long ume.
there was a scarch underiray to find the traces af thiz task. These. the waces,
ag | had expected “were ot found, ™ They said thar the task had not been
accornplished. So how did this happen :n fact? The regime was such that
one could speculate on the wildest of vaniants. Thi® remained a secrat,
whach | covadd nar penetrate. [ also did not réport this tn my muoch-esteemed
Ambassador, M. Toon. | @in vpealang aboyt this now in the hope that these
rotes will makes 1. inta my book Reflections.

Histary, especially Soviet hustory, s full of secrers, and very often
evil. With the exception of this incident. [ can say that J have done
something in order o raise the mysierigus curtain from them.

Now, ae § member of the President's Councid, as well as 2 member of
the President’s Commession an Analysis, 1 am doing everythipg an my
power to swrengthen real democaric foundatioms in our Jife,

HAND WRITTEN INSERT
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History, especially Soviet histary, is full of secrets. and very often
evil, With the exception of this incident, [ can say thut [ have done
something in otder to raise the mysterious curtain trom them.

Now, in addition 10 being a member of the President’s Commission on
POW search, which has taken a firm place ta my hear, [ arn also a member
of the President’s. .

HAND WRITTEN TEXTS

The Therm:dor for Russia 1s a historical cataswophe. [ don’t know
whether I have answered the question: “Have I done anything to save
democracy (inexperienced, “uncleen™) in Russia? “In any case I did not
cheat; [ wis honest in my actions. Couterapr forced me [t begot
enlightenment .. [t will be bitter (noz only for me, but also for millions) if,
given a second chance in the 20” century. Rusgia does not take advantage of
embarking on 4 democratic path on civilized rails. However, ] must state
with sadness that meny of our proposals, advice, and recommendations ate
poorly recerved or simply igoored Unfortunately, the President aiso has
confidenrial advizors whose role is doubtful. Yeitsin cvolutionized over a
period of four vears and not in the best direction, Bur I'1l say more about
this at another ime. No mater what, he still remains the main (head) of the
fitkepble] Reforrnation. He still remains
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