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The U.S .-Russia Joint COmmission on POW/ MIAs held its Third Meeting of Principals, 23-27 April 200 1, in 
Washington, D.C. General Vladimir Zolotarev, the Commission's Russian Co-Chairman, led the Russian 
delegation and was accompanied on the visit by the Four Russian working group Co-Chairmen and other 
representatives. The meetings focused on the Commission's four working groups and afforded each an 
opportunity to develop a unique itinerary designed to advance the specific objectives of the group. This report 
covers the various meetings and briefings during the l1-day visit. 

u.s. - Russia loint Commission on POW/MIAs -loint CommisSion Support Directorate {lCSD) 

Vietnam War Working Group 

The Vietnam War Working Group (VWWG) was established in 1993. The U.S. Chairman is Senator Bob Smith 
(R-NH ), former Vice Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs (1991-1993) and currently a 
senior member of the Senate Armed Services Committee. The Russian Chairman is General-Major Nlkolay 
Maksimovich Bezborodov, an active duty RUSSian Air Force officer and three-term member of the Duma. 
Senator Smith has been a member of the Commission since its inception in 1992 and has co-chaired the 
working group since January 1997; General Bezborodov assumed his position as a member of the Commission 
and VWWG co-chairman in February 2000. 

The American side of the Vietnam War Working Group seeks further information from Russian archives and 
Russian veterans of the Vietnam War about America's missing service members from that conflict. It is pursuing 
leads and information in a variety of areas. 

Volkogonov Memoirs 

In early February 1998, researchers on the staff of the U.s.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs (USRJC) 
working in the personal papers of the late General-Colonel Dmitri A. Volkogonov found a six-page, Russian 
language, autobiographical sketch entitled, "A Little More About Myself." This brief memoir, written by 
Volkogonov in August 1994, reveals his discovery in Russian archives of a document from the late 1960s that 
aSSigned to the KGB the task of "delivering knowledgeable Americans to the USSR for Intelligence purposes, ~ 

Nowhere in Volkogonov's memOir is the purported KGB plan linked explicitly to American prisoners of war. Joint 
Commission analysts have concluded, however, that Volkogonov's discussion of the KGB plan in the context of 
his work with the Joint Commission on POW/ MIAs strongly suggests that Volkogonov thought the plan targeted 
American POWs. Moreover, the date of the plan (late 1960s) suggests that American POWs from Southeast Asia 
may have been the targets of the KGB plan. 

With the active support o f Senator Smith, the VWWG immediately launched an inquiry into Volkogonov's 
memoir. The purpose of the Inquiry was to gather as much information as possible about Volkogonov's 
revelation before requesting an official explanation from the Russian Government, 

The response from the Russians to date has not been encouraging. In the government and on the Joint 
Commission, Russian officials have said that their archives contain no evidence that a KGB plan as described by 
Volkogonov ever existed , They claim that Volkogonov -later rechecked his information and arrived at the 
conclusion that such a plan did not exist as a separate entity," but they offer no evidence to support this claim. 

Meanwhile, the issue of Vo lkogonov's memoir became public knowledge with the first revelation in the U.S. 
press on November 9, 1998. U.S. and RUSSian media outlets have covered this issue, and members of 
Congress, American POW/MIA family groups, POW activists, and veteran organizations have expressed an 
interest. 

The American side of the VWWG is determined to pursue a complete explanation from the Russian Government 
on the Volkogonov issue. 

The National Alliance of Families obtained a copy of the Russian 'memoir' document donated to the Library of 
Congress by General Volkogonov - it is presented here with a partial translation in English. 
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